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THE IRRISISTIBLE CHURCH

When God looked down upon the earth and
saw the bitterness and futility of life, the dis-
tance we had put between our Holy Creator and
us, his rebellious creation, the misery we had
brought upon ourselves by the weight of sin
and it’s guilt ampli
of life and death; God acted. He put into mo-
tion a plan he had devised before time began to
demonstrate his love and justice, a plan to save
us from our own sinfulness and bridge the gap
between heaven and earth. This bridge is His
Son. God sent his Son into the stream of hu-
man history to make a way for us back to Him,
a way that would cost Jesus his own life, and
would mean His taking upon himself, our sin
and its guilt and penalty. God built a bridge of
love, and by that bridge, Jesus Christ, we are
saved, and by that bridge we are to continue
that saving work in the world.

According to Robert Lewis, the Author of The
Church of Irresistible Influenc&he first cen-
tury church was persecuted, marginalized, and
outlawed, yet grew at better than a 40% growth
rate per decade
people who built a bridge of living proof of a

l oving God to a | ost
Lewis goes on to point out that in our post-
modern world, what those outside the church
are looking for is real proof that having God in
our lives makes a difference - and the most
convincing proof is demonstrable love. Those
outside the church need to see Safe Harbor as a
loving, caring fellowship that is a force for
good in the community.

One of the great hindrances to building bridges
of loving action into our community is the ten-
dency to see the church as existing for us. We
pour our time and money into this organization,
we've vested ourselyv
so we want to have influence on how the

church is to be run, and we want to be able to
select the elements of church life that we like
the most. While there is a certain logic to it,
it’'s upside down and
crossst hr eaded with
church in this world. When we focus on our-
selves, or as John
-grown churchl, we
ties and financial resources on the Christians
already gathered under the roof every Sunday,
and it goes far beyond lobbying for the style of
music in worship services that pleases us most,
it is, as George Barna, church researcher puts

becagsed?t

it, —a toxic self absor |
l'ieving worl dll. Bar na
many evangelical churches the leadership of

the church —basically f
directors of a social club. They are godly, bib-

ficallg adtutebvyry stribueandpwvalliintenti@ned,d  mi
but they have created a social structure that

exists solely to care for the Christians that are

members of their church. The irony is that for

these evangelical leaders in an evangelical

church, the notion of real evangelism seems

l'i ke a distant goal, or

In many ways Safe Harbor has elements of the

—i rresistible churchl wi
you just sense something heavenly, profound

and real, and just feel the love and joy in

church the Sunday Kayla stood before us and

thanked us for our prayers. How could you

deny the bridges being built into our commu-

nity when you hear Sandy Wiscott report on all

the homes that have been furnished and meals

provided, in fact, Safe Harbor has the reputa-

tion throughout our community as a force for

Ewas QueemmAmn ey
vices directs the lost, confused and needy to

our chuelt. Butwwehile svdiniaynhgve sante tom-d |l .
pelling ingredients that make Safe Harbor inter-

esting, if not intriguing to the lost around us,

we are far from the perfect church. Robert

Lewis concludes that the most compelling in-
gredient in the —Church
encel is authentic, tral
The ability to live openly and honestly before

the watching world, and not have our actions

contradict our professed faith. For Safe Harbor

to be truly irresistible, at least as far as the irre-

sistible grace of the Gospel call goes, Safe Har-

bor needs to remove the stumbling blocks of
selfishness, pretentiousness, self-righteousness,
kitternegs, \frustyatgor, ¢omplaipifigand dlr vi c e
other self centered and ingrown tendencies. So

how do we become an authentic, selfless, hon-

est, joyful, self sacrificing, outward focused

church? We need to die. We need to die to

ougsehves ingjlive fag Ghrist, andayepm to exo mp | e

Go d ' tend his workpntp sueworld gt the exphnge of

our comfort and preferences. We need to build

Mthe bridgeof the Gosp¢l winisfrytinto ous @m-0 me
f onwunity by megting peoplegvhery they sreanda c t i v

stretching toward them, instead of inflexibly
demanding that they meet our standards before
we ' | | have anything to



So what does all this mean when we talk about multiple Sun-
day services, the style of music we select on any given Sun-
day, the philosophy of our Youth Ministry and Christian edu-
cation, and all other ministries at Safe Harbor? Everything. It

has everything to do with ¢ se things. So I ' m as
you to pray. Pray for our elders as we consider the Gospel

implications for all these things. Pray that we will be the au-

thentic Church that Christ has called us to be effectively build-

ing bridges of I|living proof U4 > Fdr forthee reading,ttrg htt@/Ur € 0 mmu n
Pray that you’ Il be ot her wwwamarorecentChucth-Iigesisible-mfindncerBoberdLeiso ¢ u s e d .

flexible and patient enough to be part of a church that marshals dp/0310239567
our resources and sets our priorities to build bridges and be a

light in the darkness.
and

Praying with and for You,

Pastor Todd

http://www.amazon.com/Outgrowing-Ingrown-Church-John-
Miller/dp/0310284112/ref=sr 1 1?
ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1235754603 &sr=1-1

A word from Children’s Church...

The Incredible Race! -
- Jesus knows the way™=
- When the way i s hardﬁd
. Even when you don’t u -
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4" —" DO YOU KNOW CPR?
March ' ]\-:/\7,\1 r fe
2009 : 12 rB l We are exploring the possibility of obtaining an
\Fc—zer < AED ( Automatic External Defibrillator) for the
| - church. This is very appropriate considering

the number of people that come to our building
during each week. One of the requirements for
installation of an AED is a list of people who

~Our Shelter week in February went very well, with so e .
have CURRENT CPR training including the use

many faithful volunteers giving their time. Our next week

starts on: Sunday, March 8th and we look forward to of an AED. We are hoping to provide CPR
spending time and great fellowship together. Thank you training to the Deacons but could also list oth-
all for your continued support and prayers for this minis- ers in the congregation who are CPR trained.
try. Many people have been blessed by this demonstration If you have a current CPR card and renew it
of GOD's |l ove. annually please call the church office or see

JoAnn Walker.

~We have launched our Easter Food Outreach early due
to the increase of families in need. We will be providing a )
ham or turkey and a box of food for each family in need. Also the cost of an AED is about $1,340.00.
We need people to sign up to donate hams or turkeys and If you would like to contribute to this, please
we also have a list with food items needed. Visit our table see JoAnn Walker.

in the narthex to pick up the list of suggested items on our
table. All hams, turkeys and non-perishable food needs to
be at the church no later than Sunday April 5th. We will
be bagging on April 3 for the Christian Community
Center and the delivery for them will be Saturday April
4th. We will also be serving lunch that day to our friends
at the Center. The bagging and deliveries for the rest of
the needy families will be on April 6™ & 7™.

The Queenstown Bank will be running a canned food
drive to help with our Easter Food Outreach. We are very

thankful for their help. | f ’ ' t l unt eer
of the above days, please call Sandi Wiscott 410-643- AI\}N(U%‘L %PAé l_i(EerTI DOINI\YE?Q
3325, or Stacie McGinnes 410-827-0618. Bring aCanif you Can!

~We would like to offer a special thanks to Kangaroo
Storage for their continued donation of a storage unit that
gets a lot of us! Thanks to the Deacons and our church
family who always generously give their time to help —
move furniture.

5" Sunday Spaghetti Dinner March 29"

~We are in the process of helping a few families with their

furniture needs. They are in need of beds and kitchen ta- 6pm until we can’t eat
bles and chairs. Please contact Sandi Wiscott if you can All are welcome and the dinner is on US'!
help. What we ask of you is

~ Our next meeting will be Monday March 16th at 7pm.

But just as you excel in everythingn faith, in speech, in The food pantry is getting bare — please help us stock it
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us up again for Sandy!

see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 2Corinthians 8:7 Watch for signups in the bulletin & narthex
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Report on the Women

"The Branch and the Vinedresser"

Over eighty women from Safe Harbor and surrounding churches
met for the congregation’s
February. Retreat speaker, Danielle Brady, a resident of the
Shore and experienced bible-study leader led the group in a
study of the fifteen chapt 4
Christ’'s |l esson to the di sg¢
pruning the branches of the body of Christ for abundant fruit
from His chur ch. DbeartgSomeyfroity r
God will intervene to cut away those shoots, those [parts of your
branch] that are unnecessary to His plan — all to ready you for
evengreaterabundance, Il reminded

Central to the theme of thge
tenderness for us as He tends to all His branches, at whatever
stage of fruit-bearing we may be. This may include discipline to
fruitless branches or pruning and redirection even for those
branches which may produce noticeable fruit. The retreat,
marked by plenty of discussion sessions, snacks, and games,
culminated in a message about the need for abiding in the
LORD during times of abundant, overflowing yield. "He com-
mands us to abide in Him because [bearing abundant fruit] isn't
easy to do. But then abiding isn't about doingmore of any-
thing."

Brady’s remar ks, entitled -
reached women at all stages of spiritual maturity in our walk
and —yield.I We | aughed, q

provocative questions about our own lives. We sang and some
of us had entirely too much
after midnight (you know who you are). Above all, we were
reminded how lovingly God lifts up His branches when they
need more light, even if it hurts a little sometimes.

If you missed the retreat this year, be assured that the committee
is actively planning a reprise next year for the weekend follow-
ing Valentine’'s Day. We we
team and a gracious host, the Hilton Garden Inn. With grateful
hearts to Danielle Brady, now a most-beloved sister in Christ, to
husbands and family who allowed us to get away, and all who
joined us: we wait for the next opportunity to renew, refresh,
and reconnect.

~Women’'s Retreat Committee

Brady.

0s Retreat
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Every Friday in March from 1:30 0 3:30pm
At the Chesapeake College pool. $15 per
child for the four week session. No charge
for parents or babies. Pay at the door.

ALL Homeschoolers are invited!!!
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istration for.t 0 2 undance, |
School Year
ed, and crafted. We consider

Registration for new families will begin on April
3" and continue until classes are full.

bl essed by a wonder f ul

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.safeharborhomeschoolcoop.com

Retuthihg farhiife¥ mdySegistératotrtcd hr agpel unti
Friday meetings during the month of March

wor sh


http://www.safeharborhomeschoolcoop.com

The Pioneer Girls will be having aFather/Daughter Game Night on Wednesday, March 11thfrom 6:30 pm

to 8:00pm. Bring a snack to share if possible Also, we will be hosting our firstMother/Daughter Slumber
party on April 3rd at 7:30 pm. Be brave Pioneer Moms and bring out sleeping bags, pillows and a snack

and enjoy some fun time with your daughters.

PIONEER CLUBS'

\}

gan, with arms extended toward heaven and a rapturous look on his upturned face.
‘Without you, we are but dust..." He would have continued but at that moment my very obedient daughter who was listen-
ing leaned over to me and asked quite audibly in her shrill little four year old girl voice, 'Mom, what is butt dust?'

Middle School Youth Group

Joe Corbi’ ¢

and Cookie Dough Sale
The Middle school youth group will be selling Joe Cor-
bieds pizza kits and cook

can attendVictory Jam , which is their youth summer
camp in June.

The sale will take place from MarcH'@hrough March 2%’

You may place an order by contacting one of our Middl¢

school youth, or by visiting our display in the narthex.

Thank you for your support!
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Scrapbook Crop!

Come enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship

Pi z zaour first
Safe Harbor Scrapbook Crop!

Friday, March 27, 2009

e dough600pmtd aidnightf unds
At Safe Harbor Church

SO

$15 per person includes:
6 hours of uninterrupted time to work on preserving
your memories, dinner, snacks, prizes

Please RSVP to
Lori Witt 410 -643-1272
Or by signing up in the church office

$5 non-refundable deposit required to reserve your
seat
Limited seating available.
All participants must bring their own supplies.

All Proceeds will be donated to the Safe Harbor
Church building fund!

The Sermon | think this Mom will never forget.... this particular Sunday sermon...'Dear Lord,' the minister be-

t hey
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Spring Mission Week-

end] 3/20 -22
Baltimore Community
Center
Schedule

3/20—Friday Night Pizza Party
(meet at the Center by 7pm)

3/21—Fun day/Work day* at the Center
This will be a time to interact with the kids
and show them a good time. We will meet at
the church at 9:30am.

* A work day is planned by we need volun-
teers to sign up to help for this to happen.

3/22—Tom Homans will speak on a panel
during the Sunday school hour.

Sign up sheets are out in the narthex for food
and craft donations for the Saturday event.
We also need someone to plan the pizza party
for Friday. If you are interested, call Dan or
Jan Zagone.

If you are interested in missions, and helping
people out closer to home, this is the trip for

you. Please consider giving one day of your
time to help others less fortunate, or help by

donating the items needed to make the day

successful and memo- / rable for
/ j

the children.

Articles for the April Beacon are due on March 27th!

We need you!

tTransf or mi-iAgril 16-9a ¢ e C

Spring Conference at Reformed PC
of Bowie

Mark your calendars for this exciting seminar,
presented by Dr. Brian Chapell and Dr. David
Coffin. Over the course of 5 sessions they
will be showing how the grace of the gospel
1s not only what saves sinners, but also what
sanctifies saints.

Dr. David Coffin is pastor of New Hope {CA
in Fairfax, VA, and Dr. Bryan Chapell is the
President of Covenant Theological Seminary
in St. Louis, MO. As both theologians and
pastors, these men are uniquely equipped to
show us how the grace we find in the gospel
of Jesus Chri st

For more information, or to register, pick up a
pamphlet in the narthex, or contact the Re-

lt’s not too | ate t
Pray’ for the Lent el
short, and the content is great, so pick up a
copy in the narthex.

- \J

WHY
PRAY?,

i
}
VP ol &
S Sl
] o

formed PC of Bowie at 302-262-2280.
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