
If God is sovereign over all things why should we 

pray? Does God use our prayers to bring about 

miracles and pour out his power through us?  

These questions are crucial for us to understand as 

we recently called for special meetings to pray for 

Kayla McCahan, who was nearly killed in an hor-

rific car accident on January 10th. 

 

The simple answer to these questions is yes – yes 

God wants us to pray and yes he unlocks his 

power from heaven in us and through our prayers. 

Ephesians 3:20 tells us: 

Now to him who is able to do immeas-

urably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work 

within us, 21to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all gen-

erations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

To understand Ephesians 3:20,21 you need to go 

back to the first chapter of  the book, Ephesians 

1:17-21, which says: 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 

give you the Spirit of wisdom and revela-

tion, so that you may know him better. I 

pray also that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which he has called 

you, the riches of his glorious inheri-

tance in the saints, and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That 

power is like the working of his mighty 

strength, which he exerted in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heav-

enly realms, far above all rule and au-

thority, power and dominion, and every 

title that can be given, not only in the 

present age but also in the one to come. 

 

This incomparably great power was demonstrated 

in the resurrection of Christ and is accessed by 

believers through the mechanism of faith and the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit in accordance with 

God’s will.  It is not a power separate from God, 

nor originating in us, but rather God’s power 

flowing through us as we keep in step with the 

Spirit, pray in faith, and become instruments of 

His bidding to accomplish his perfect will.  The 

power that Paul is speaking of isn’t always power 

to bring about miraculous events, and certainly 

isn’t power to bring our will or desires to fruition 

apart from His.  This power is clearly seen in the 

ability to stand against pain, sin and death with 

confidence, courage and joy in the Lord.  To fight 

the fight of faith, to pray without ceasing, to run 

the race in such a way as to win  - and it all re-

quires power from God working in us and through 

us. 

 

Paul says in Colossians 1:29 :To this end I labor 

(presenting other believers to the Father as being 

made perfect in Christ) , struggling with all his 

energy, which so powerfully works in me.  Here 

Paul is clearly saying the power of God power-

fully works through him as he prays, yet he 

prayed three times for his thorn in the flesh 

(whatever that was – I suspect pride) to be re-

moved, only to have God say no – but with the 

promise that His grace would be sufficient for 

Paul.  God’s power for us is his gracious supply of 

strength in any and all circumstances, not neces-

sarily the power to change circumstances. 

 

The passages that are the hardest to deal with con-

cerning prayers and how they are answered, are 

those that seem to indicate if we have faith, God 

will give us exactly what we ask for.  These prom-

ises seem to be proved true when we see things 

like we’ve seen happen in the past few weeks – 

like the healing of Kayla McCahan from her inju-

ries suffered in that horrible car accident.  WE’ve 

seen nothing short of a miracle.  But how should 

we pray for George Cormeny as he hear of his his 

recent diagnosis of lung cancer.  We assume Jesus 

has given us a clear promise that whatever we ask 

for will be done for us, but our experiences in the 

past often contradict that promise, and therefore 

cause us to shrink back from praying a prayer of 

FAITH.  Jesus does tell us that if we ask for 

ANYTHING in his name, or in faith, it will be 

done for us – that we could say to a mountain be 

rooted up and cast into the sea, and it will be done 

for us if we have faith the size of a mustard seed.  

(Mark 11:22-24, Matt 17:20, Luke 17:6, John 

14:12-14, John 16:23-26) 

 

"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23"I tell you 

the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, 

throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in 

his heart but believes that what he says will hap-

pen, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 

have received it, and it will be yours. 
 

I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a 

mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 

'Move from here to there' and it will move. Noth-

ing will be impossible for you." 

 

 B
E

A
C

O
N

 
 

to
 e

n
c

o
u

r
a

g
e

..
.t

o
 i

n
s

p
ir

e
..

.t
o

 i
n

fo
r

m
..

. 
 

S
A

F
E

 
H

A
R

B
O

R
 

P
R

E
S

B
Y

T
E

R
I

A
N

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

 

February 2009 

WHY PRAY? 

 



I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I 

have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, be-

cause I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in 

my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may 

ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

To understand these promises, you have to realize that Jesus was 

NOT giving us a free pass to ask and receive anything we want, 

but rather was telling us of this incredible access into God’s will, 

whereby he uses our prayers to accomplish his perfect plan, and 

that our prayers are heard and used by God solely because of 

Christ.  He promises that those who have real faith, not selfish 

desires, but real faith, end up praying in accordance with God’s 

will.  So when we pray in faith and we ask in His name, it’s not a 

magical incantation, but rather a  state of mind that sees God as 

good and the name of  Jesus as the promised doorway into that 

goodness, granting us full access to the Father.  This is an incredi-

ble paradigm shift away from a distant God who did whatever he 

pleased (the view of the average Jew in the days of Jesus) to a 

God who is intimately involved in our lives and has written our 

prayers into his sovereign plan.   For us to tell a mountain to be 

rooted up and cast into the sea, it would first have to be God’s 

will to do so, and he would lay it upon our hearts to pray for such 

a thing, and when we did, he would use our prayer as the mecha-

nism to trigger his miraculous works on our behalf and for his 

glory. 

For someone to be healed,  it first must be the will of God that the 

healing take place. Since we do not know his will in the matter, 

but only that he is good, and we see the effects of this fallen world 

so devastating those who are in need of healing, and only the sad-

ness and pain that the lack of healing would bring,  our prayers 

should be simply that God would come and heal.  As Moses and 

Abraham pleaded their case before God our prayers should pas-

sionate.  Sometimes our good reformed theology gets in the way 

of praying with fervency and conviction.  Whatever we feel pas-

sionate about should be the theme of our fervent prayers, con-

stantly pleading with the Father to do what our hearts tell us we 

should be praying for.  To pray,  “not my will, but yours be 

done”, or “If it would be your will to take them from us, then give 

us peace” may be theologically astute, but can rob us of the pas-

sion that our prayers should have – the very passion that God 

delights in, and responds to-  even though the outcome was settled 

before the foundations of the earth were laid.  (is your head spin-

ning yet?) 

You see, we can’t see one second into the future and we usually 

don’t know the outcome  of any particular thing that we pray for, 

and Jesus tells us that the persistent widow and the persistent 

neighbor (Luke 11:1-11, 18:1-8) because of  their constant plead-

ing, received what they were asking for – we plead our case be-

fore the Father!.  We plead, and we weep, and we fast, and we 

pray - and the fact that God has given you the anguish that you 

may feel about Kayla, or your job, or a close friend or family 

member  - may be the very instrument he is using to drive you to 

your knees to pray the very prayers that will bring about the very 

healing and blessing that God has ordained to bring! 

 

So pray with passion and resolve to see Kayla completely healed, 

and keep praying  for George’s cancer, and Dave Ochinero’s 

shoulder, and Steve Bryant’s heart, and Tony Heaphy’s, Jim 

Kelly’s, Vince Butler’s and Loren Vermont’s mothers along with 

Mark Weist’s and Dan Zagone’s sisters as they battle cancer.  

Pray for healing!  Keep on praying for healng until God changes 

your heart’s desire to pray for something else.  Yes we should 

pray for God’s will to be done – it’s the prayer that is always an-

swered, but until we know His will, we pray with passion for 

healing and deliverance – with great faith and confidence until we 

see what healing and deliverance looks like. 

When we pray in this way, God delights in giving us the desires 

of our heart, even as he molds our desires into conformity with his 

will.   Our prayers have been effective and we’ve seen God’s 

grace poured out on Kayla in a miraculous way.  Kayla’s parents, 

John and Stacey have been through a horrible roller coaster ride 

that began with the Doctors saying, “It doesn’t look good”, to  

hearing the doctors say , “Kayla is a miracle” as they watch her 

take steps and say words in these past few days – but the battle is 

long from over and the prayers must continue to go up before our 

Father’s throne. 

Jesus told Peter, “Satan has desired to sift you like wheat, but I 

have prayed for you”.  Jesus’ prayers were answers ultimately in 

the fact that even though Peter fell into sin, overcome by Satan’s 

work in the courtyard and denied his Lord three times going  

through untold anguish in his soul until his restoration, he was 

never completely captured by Satan but became the “rock” of the 

1st century church.  Even as Jesus prayed for Peter, and for us - 

and continues to pray for us - keep praying for Kayla, and the 

long list of “family members” listed in the bulleting every week.  

Our sovereign God has ordained our prayers and the means to 

blessing, healing and deliverance!  So, “Why Pray?”.  Because 

God answers prayers!  You need to believe that we will see God 

do amazing things in us and for others through our prayers! 

Praying with You, 

Pastor Todd  

 

 
 

Save the Date: 

Our 3rd annual ñ5th Sundayò spaghetti dinner is coming up on March 29th. 

Donôt miss this evening of fellowship and delicious food! 

Watch for more detailsé. 

 



 

Homeschool Ministry 

Two new homeschooling events: ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ LŎŜ {ƪŀǘƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅ 
Talbot Community Center Ice Rink 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 
1:00 ς 3:00 

$7 in advance 
$9 at the door 

The snack bar will be open for this event! 
 

Homeschool Swimming 
Fridays ς March 6,13,20,27 

1:30 ς 3:30 
$15 per child total for the four weeks 

No fee for adults or babies 
Also available ς swimming lessons 

$20 for 4, ½ hour swimming lessons 
 
Both of these events are open to all homeschoolers.  Contact Lori @ `410-643-1272 to register. All children must be 
supervised during these events. No child is to attend without an adult who is responsible for them. 

 
 
 

 

 

February  Beacon  
 

 

 

~Thank you to everyone who donated food to our Christmas food outreach. We were able to provide boxes of food for 

71 families. This was by far our largest food collection to date yet we are anticipating an even larger number for 

Easter. We would like to send a special thanks to the Boy Scouts for their help bagging food. We could not have done 

it without them and look forward to their help in the future.  

~As the needs in our community increase and the number of families we provide food for increases, we will be need-

ing to launch the Easter Food Outreach the end of February to allow plenty of time for food collection. 

~Our furniture needs have not let up at all this past year. We provided furniture for 34 entire homes this past year as 

well as giving many, many individual items. Please keep the furniture coming. It all gets put to very good use. 

~Our Haven Shelter is going extremely well this year thanks to all of our committed volunteers. We would not be able 

to accomplish this task every year without your support. We have been working very closely with our guests formulat-

ing action plans for their future and helping them budget. Our hope is that this will get them back on their feet again 

soon. Be on the lookout for future fundraising events throughout the year that will support the shelter. 

~Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 16th at 7pm to start planning the Easter Outreach and meal at the 

Baltimore Community Center. We would love to have you!  

Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good, sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.                                       Psalm 

135 : 3 

 



 

Middle School Youth Ski Trip to Round Top   

February 20 -21, 2009  

 

 This trip leaves on Friday, 2/20 coming back Saturday night.  We will be staying at 

a local church, and either skiing or tubing.  

The prices include transportation, food for Friday night and Saturday morning, 

equipment rental and lift tickets.  You will need to bring money for lunch and din-

ner on Saturday.   

 Prices are:  Ski Rental and Life tickets: $86  

   Lift tickets only: $62  

   Tubing (2 hours): $37  

   Helmet rental (extra): $10  

Pick up a permission form at the church office, which has a full list of what you will 

need for the trip.  Donõt miss out!! 

 

The Safe Harbor Women’s Retreat  
 

òBreaking Through to Abundanceó 

February 20-21, 2009 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Grasonville, MD 

 

If you have not yet reserved your hotel room, lodging at the Hilton Garden Inn will be 79.00 per 

room.  Find your roommates now and  give them a call at 410-827-3877  Please mention “Safe Har-

bor Women’s Retreat” to receive the $79.00 rate. 
 

 Any questions, call Kelly Ridgeway. 



WHERE WOULD YOU GO IF YOU WERE FACED WITH LOSING WHAT YOU ñTHOUGHTò 

WAS EVERYTHING? 

 

òEverythingó is an all encompassing word and is very subjective, but what about the 

basics?  A roof over your head, a place you have called home, dinner for your fam-

ilyé.  It happens everywhere, to everyone and yes it happens here at home on Kent 

Island, to people we know and love, and yes it happens to us. 

 

Letõs loudly let everyone know that they have not lost everything!  Show them the 

love of the Lord!  We have a brand new shelter that lets us do that!  It needs help! It 

needs you!  If you always wanted to save the world but felt like you couldnõt, sign 

up right now.   Housing costs in 2003 for a 2 BR apt. $888 a month, income needed 

to support that, $35,250,  percentage unable to afford that, 49%, (2003) 

 

Please jump in and call, fax, or email to volunteer, even one night a week or a month 

makes a difference in your neighborõs life.  ò love your neighbor as thyselfó 

 

Our Haven Shelter  Queen Anneõs County Christian Assistance. 

Email:  director@qacca.org 

Website:  www.qacca.or 

Phone 410-739-4363  

Fax 410-643 -3217 

We are opening our flower ministry to the congregation…… 

If anyone has a special anniversary or commemorative date they 

would like to remember by having flowers at the alter, please let us 

know.  It maybe in memory of someone special, a child’s special 

day, or even a holiday!  Be creative. 

If you are interested, contact either Marilyn Masters or Sue Almy to 

schedule a Sunday. 

Thank you for helping with this ministry. 

mailto:director@qacca.org
http://www.qacca.or/


 

 

Choices of Honor  

HOSPICEé.Understanding the support services that are available to families that enable our loved 

ones to live fully and with dignity in the time that remains, bereavement support and crisis/trauma 

counseling services,  

Speaker: Kathy Bourgard, Director of Volunteer Services, Hospice of the Chesapeake 

George P. Kalas Funeral Home, P.A. 

IN MEMORY OFéDeciding how to pay tribute to a loved one when choosing their                              

funeral arrangements,   Speaker: Bob Kalas, The George P. Kalas Funeral Homes 

February 12, 2009 

7:15 PM, Bay Area Community Church, 884 Chesterfield Road, Annapolis 

Directions:www.bayareacc.org  Questions:410-544-2222 

Next Meeting: March 12th ñUnderstanding Alzheimerôs / Dementia?ò 

Speaker: Carol Hanley, RN, Crofton Care and Rehabilitation Center 

 

 

My mother's father worked as a carpenter. On this particular day, he was building some crates for the clothes his church was send-
ing to orphanages in China. On his way home, he reached into his shirt pocket to find his glasses, but they were gone When he 
mentally replayed his earlier actions, he realized what had happened; the glasses had slipped out of his pocket unnoticed and 
fallen into one of the crates, which he had nailed shut. His brand new glasses were heading for China! 
 
The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had six children. He had spent $20 for those glasses that very morning. He 
was upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. It's not fair, he told God as he drove home in frustration. I've been very 
faithful in giving of my time and money to your work, and now this. 
 
Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in the United States. He wanted to visit all the churches that supported 
him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my grandfather's small church in Chicago. The missionary began by thanking 
the people for their faithfulness in supporting him. 
 
"But most of all," he said, "I must thank you for the glasses you sent last. You see, the Communists had just swept through the 
orphanage, destroying everything, including my glasses. I was desperate. Even if I had the money, there was simply no way of 
replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to see well, I experienced headaches every day, so my coworkers and I were 
much in prayer about this. Then your crates arrived. When my staff removed the covers, they found a pair of glasses lying on top." 
 
The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. Then, still gripped with the wonder of it all, he continued, "Folks, when 
I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had been custom made just for me! I want to thank you for being a part of that." 
 
The people listened, happy for the miraculous glasses. But the missionary surely must have confused their church with another, 
they thought. There were no glasses on their list of items to be sent overseas. But sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming 
down his face, an ordinary carpenter realized the Master Carpenter had used him in an extraordinary way. 
 
There are times we want to blame God instead of thanking him! Perhaps we ought to try to thank Him more often.  
 

Submitted by: Betsy Winstead 


